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EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND:
1979

B.A., University of Winnipeg
1980

B.Th., Canadian Mennonite University 
1983

M.A., University of Manitoba
1989

Ph.D., University of Chicago
CURRENT STATUS AT MCMASTER: Full Professor, tenured

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS:
Society of Christian Ethics

American Academy of Religion
European Academy of Religion
Canadian Theological Society

Canadian Society for Patristic Studies
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY:
1986-87
Research Director, Hyde Park Ecumenical Project, University of Chicago

1987-88
Lecturer, Religious Studies, Memorial University of Newfoundland

1988-89
Lecturer, Religious Studies, McMaster University
1989-93
Assistant Professor, McMaster University

1993-2002
Associate Professor, McMaster University

2002-  

Professor, McMaster University

2005-2011
Chair, Department of Religious Studies

AREAS OF INTEREST: Philosophical Theology; Ethics; Religion and Political/Social Theory; Religion and Literature; Political Theology

HONOURS:
2011                           Elected to American Theological Society, Princeton

2001                           Research fellow, Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton  
1996

           Nominated for President’s Award for Graduate Supervision

1996/92/90

Nominated for McMaster Students Union Teaching Award

1987


Institute for the Humanities, University of Calgary, Post-Doctoral Fellow (declined)

1986-87

Social Sciences & Humanities Research Council of Canada, Doctoral Fellowship

1983-86

Full Scholarship, University of Chicago Divinity School

1984-85

Colin Inkster Award, Graduate Studies, University of Manitoba

1981-83

Manitoba Graduate Fellowship

SUPERVISORSHIPS:
i) M.A.
Susan Srigley, “Dostoevsky’s Symbolization of Conscience: Ivan Karamazov’s Devil,” completed 1993.

Jodey Derouin, “Theological Encounters with Marx: An Examination of Jurgen Moltmann and Juan Luis Segundo,” completed 1995.

Karen Palmer, “Tillich and Jung: A Dialogue Between Theology and Psychology,” completed 1996.

Martin Stoute, “Solitude and Community in Nietzsche’s Zarathustra and Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov,” Philosophy department, completed 2000.

Jacob Letkemann, “A Critical Evaluation of the Anabaptist Conception of Martyrdom in The Martyrs Mirror,” completed 2004.

Justin Klassen, “Evil and Appearances: Clarifying Arendtian Political Ontology,” completed 2004.

Sarah Pelton, “Hans-Georg Gadamer’s Universality and the Study of Religion,” completed 2005.

Grant Poettcker, “Walter Benjamin’s Theology of History,” completed 2007.

Carson Howlett , “Northrop Frye and Gustave Guillaume on Metaphor and Time,” completed 2007.

Martin Westerholm, “Love and Knowledge of God in Augustine’s ‘de Trinitate’,” completed 2009.

Gregory Wiebe, “The Politics of Possession: Augustine’s Demonology in the ‘City of God’.” completed 2009.

James McDonald, “The Unwriting of Robert Walser as Religious Writing,” completed 2009.

Kevin Derksen, “Love and the Indirect Icon: Kierkegaard, Dostoevsky and Christian Erotics,” completed 2009.

Julia Thiessen, “Dionysian Distance: Reading Nietzsche with Jean-Luc Marion,” completed 2010.
Graham Baker, “Soren Kierkegaard’s Apocalyptic Theology: Temporality, Epistemology and Politics in Practice in Christianity,” completed 2011.
Caleb DeJong, “For the Sake of the Whole: A Theological Examination of Dostoevsky’s Elder Zosima via Sergius Bulgakov,” completed 2015. 
Rachel Matheson, “Sacramental Vision in Annie Dillard’s Holy the Firm,” completed 2015.
H. Matthew Lee, “Divine Violence and Divine Sovereignty: Kierkegaard and the Event at Moriah,” completed 2015.
Gerald Ens, “Simone Weil and the Weakness of Truth,” completed 2017.
Robert Revington, “Crisis on Infinite Texts: How Superman Became a Jesus Figure,” completed 2018.

Braden Siemens, “Being-Towards-Death-and-Resurrection: An Examination of Finitude and Infinitude in the Writings of Martin Heidegger and Emmanuel Falque,“ completed 2020.
Jonas Brandt, “Between Romantic and Pragmatic Expressivism: Charles Taylor and Jeffrey Stout on the Expressive Value of Religion,” completed 2021.

Benjamin Bird, in process

Micah Enns-Dyck, in process

Trevor Loken, in process

ii) Doctoral:
Cornelius Buller, “The Unity of Nature and History in Pannenberg’s Theology,” completed 1994 (published, Rowman & Littlefield, 1996).

Oona Eisenstadt, “Levinas’ Prophetic Ethics: His Use of the Sources of Judaism,” completed 1999 (published, Dusquesne University Press, 2001).  Associate Professor, Pomona College, Los Angeles, CA.

Susan Srigley, “Prophetic Vision and Moral Imagination in Flannery O’Connor’s Fiction,” completed 2001 (published, University of Notre Dame Press, 2004).  Professor, Nipissing University, North Bay ON.

Joe Velaidum, “Northrop Frye’s Axis Mundi and the Religious Ethics of Identity,” completed 2001.  Associate Professor, University of Prince Edward Island, Charlottetown PEI.

Richard Shields, “The Ecumenical Ethics of Dialogue: Charles Curran’s Contribution to Roman Catholic Social Ethics,” completed 2002.  Instructor in Theology, St. Michael’s College, University of Toronto. 

Bernard Wills, “The Conversion of Skepticism in Augustine’s Against the Academics,” completed 2004.  Associate Professor of Humanities, Memorial University of Newfoundland, Grenfell College.

Nathan Colborne, “Confession, Discipline, Desire and the Body: An Augustinian Critique of Michel Foucault,” completed 2005. Associate Professor, Nipissing University, North Bay ON.

Paul Gallagher, “Citizens of Heaven, Residents of the Earth: the Politics of the Sermon on the Mount in John Howard Yoder and Gustavo Gutierrez,” completed 2005 (published, VDM Verlag, 2008). Vice-rector, Yale-NUS College, Singapore.

Paul Doerksen, “Beyond Suspicion: Post-Christendom Protestant Political Theology,” completed 2006 (published, Paternoster Press, 2010).  Associate Professor, Canadian Mennonite University, Winnipeg MB.

Leonard Stan, “Alterity in Soren Kierkegaard’s Philosophical Theology,” completed 2007 (published, VDM Verlag, 2009).  Visiting Assistant Professor, Humanities, York University, Toronto.

Justin Klassen, “Faith’s Divine Traversal: A Dialectical Critique of Radical Orthodoxy,” completed 2008 (published, Cascade Press, 2011). Associate Professor, Bellarmine University, Louisville KY. 
Carlos Colorado, “Ontology and Transcendence in the Political Philosophy of Charles Taylor,” completed 2009. Associate Professor, University of Winnipeg.

Darren Dahl, “The Question of God: Phenomenology, Hermeneutics and Revelation in Jean-Luc Marion and Paul Ricoeur,” completed 2011. Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Briercrest College, SK.

Glen Graham, “Kierkegaard and the Longing for God,” completed 2011. Associate Professor of  Humanities, Burman University, Lacombe AB. 
Joseph Wiebe, “Wendell Berry’s Imagination in Place: Affection, Community and Literature,” completed 2013 (published, Baylor University Press, 2017). Associate Professor, Augustana College, Director of Chester Ronning Centre, University of Alberta.
Grant Poettcker, “Redeeming Wrath and Apocalyptic Violence: Girard and von Balthasar in Response to Nietzsche’s Critique of Atonement Theology,” completed 2013. Associate Professor of Philosophy, Briercrest College, SK.

Gregory Wiebe, “’The Gods of the Nations’: Demons in the Theology of Augustine,” completed 2015 (published, Oxford University Press, Early Christian Studies series, 2021). Executive Coordinator to Vice-President Academic, Adjunct faculty, Canadian Mennonite University.
Christopher Koop, “The Politics of Christian Forgiveness: An Augustinian Assessment of Hannah Arendt,” completed 2015.

Alex Suderman, “The Sacrament of Desire: The Poetics of Fyodor Dostoevsky and Friedrich Nietzsche in Critical Dialogue with Henri de Lubac,” completed 2020 (published, Wipf and Stock, 2022).

Maxwell Kennel, “Ontologies of Violence: Jacques Derrida, Mennonite Pacifist Epistemology, and Grace Jantzen’s Death and the Displacement of Beauty,” completed 2021 (forthcoming, Brill  Political and Public Theologies series, 2023). SSHRC Postdoctoral Fellow, Centre for the Study of Religion, University of Toronto.
Mark Novak, “Saving Flesh, Redeeming Body: Phenomenologies of Incarnation and Resurrection in Michel Henry and Emmanuel Falque,” completed 2021.
Paul Arnold, “Reframing Ritual Gestures in Dialogue: Gesture Studies and Sacramental Rituals,” completed 2023.

Gerald Ens (in progress)

Rachel Matheson (in progress)

Caden McCann (in progress)

v) Undergraduate Honours Theses Supervised:
Andrew Case (Arts & Science, 2015)

Sean Haber (Arts & Science, 2015)

Sarah Cuneo (Arts & Science, 2010)

Simon Fung (Arts & Science, 2006)

Brian Martin (2005)

Joshua Weresch (2004)

Colleen O’Connor (2003)

Katherine Ambrosic (Arts & Science, 2001)

Evan Jones (Arts & Science, 2001)

Jennifer Brown (2000)
PUBLICATIONS:
a) Books:
Messianic Political Theology and Diaspora Ethics: Essays in Exile. Theopolitical Traditions, 23 (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2017).

Empire Erotics and Messianic Economies of Desire. The 2013 J.J. Thiessen Lectures, Canadian Mennonite University (Winnipeg: CMU Press, 2016; Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2018).
Remembering the End: Dostoevsky as Prophet to Modernity, with Bruce Ward (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2001; London, UK: SCM Press, 2002; Routledge, 2018).

Christian Ethics and Political Economy in North America: A Critical Analysis (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1995).

b) Journal Articles:
“Postsecular History or Figural Messianism?” Political Theology (forthcoming January 2023).

“Apocalyptic Political Theology: Response to Philip Ziegler’s Militant Grace,” International Journal of Systematic Theology 22.3 (July 2020): 313-326.
“The Scandalous Drama of Trinitarian Theology for a Radical Church,” Conrad Grebel Review, 37.2 (Spring 2019): 146-153.
Syndicate symposium on P. Travis Kroeker, Messianic Political Theology and Diaspora Ethics, July 2019: https://syndicate.network/symposia/theology/messianic-political-theology-and-diaspora-ethics/.
“Political Theology and Apocalyptic,” review symposium of P. Travis Kroeker, Messianic Political Theology and Diaspora Ethics and Kyle Gingerich Hiebert, The Architectonics of Hope: Violence, Apocalyptic and the Transformation of Political Theology, in Conrad Grebel Review 36.3 (Fall 2018): 274-306.
“Scandalous Displacements: ‘Word’ and ‘Silent Light’ in Miriam Toews’ Irma Voth,” special issue on “Mennonite/s Writing,” Journal of Mennonite Studies, JMS Forum “Mennonite/s Writing VIII,” volume 36 (2018): 89-100.
“Saint Paul at Sea: A Mystical-Political Reading of Moby Dick via Stanislaus Breton,” Pro Ecclesia XXVI, 1 (Winter 2017): 111-118. 
“Technology as Principality: The Elimination of Incarnation,” Pro Ecclesia XXIV, 2 (Spring 2015): 162-177.
“Gulag Ethics: Russian and Mennonite Prison Memoirs from Siberia,” with Bruce Ward, Journal of Mennonite Studies, special issue on “Mennonites in Siberia,” ed. Royden Loewen & Paul Toews (2012): 249-266.
“Mennonite and Metis: Adjacent Histories, Adjacent Truths?” with Carole Leclair, Journal of Mennonite Studies 28 (2010): 187-202.

“Rich Mennonites in an Age of Mammon: Is a Messianic Political Economy Possible?” Journal of Mennonite Studies 27 (2009): 168-178.

“Messianic Political Theology: Yoder contra Redekop,” Direction 38/1 (Spring 2009): 67-78.

“Messianic Freedom and the Secular Academy: Educating the Affections in a Technological Culture,” Consensus 32/2 (2006): 41-57.

“Whither Messianic Ethics? Paul as Postmodern Political Theorist,” Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics 25.2 (Fall/Winter 2005): 37-58.

“Is a Messianic Political Ethic Possible? Recent Work by and about John Howard Yoder,” Journal of Religious Ethics 33:1 (Spring 2005): 141-174.

“Educative Violence or Suffering Love? Radical Orthodoxy and the Radical Reformation,” Conrad Grebel Review 23.2 (Spring 2005): 19-24.

“Eschatology and Ethics: Luther and the Radical Reformers,” Consensus 27/1 (2001): 9-25.

“Why O’Donovan’s Christendom is not Constantinian and Yoder’s Voluntariety is not Hobbesian: A Debate in Theological Politics Redefined,” The Annual of the Society of Christian Ethics 20 (2000): 41-64.

“The War of the Lamb: Postmodernity and John Howard Yoder’s Eschatological Genealogy of Morals,” Mennonite Quarterly Review LXXIV/2 (April 2000): 295-310.

“Anabaptists and Existential Theology,” Conrad Grebel Review 17/2 (Spring 1999): 69-88.

“Theocentric Ethics and Politics,” The Annual of the Society of Christian Ethics 17 (1997): 19-27.

“Spirituality and Therapy in Secular Culture,” Canadian Journal of Occupational Therapy 64/3 (June 1997): 122-26.

“The Peaceable Creation: Stanley Hauerwas and the Mennonites,” Conrad Grebel Review 13/2 (Spring 1995): 136-41.

“The Humanization of Production: A Critique of Economic Justice For All,” Eglise et Theologie 25/1 (January 1994): 65-83.

“Reply to Donald Wiebe,” Studies in Religion/Sciences Religieuses 23/1 (1994): 81-2.

“The Ironic Cage of Positivism and the Nature of Philosophical Theology,” Studies in Religion/Sciences Religieuses 22/1 (1993): 93-103.

“The Theological Politics of Plato and Isaiah: A Debate Revisited,” The Journal of Religion 73/1 (January 1993): 16-30.

“Pluralism and Policy Monism: The Political Irrelevance of Theology,” Toronto Journal of Theology 7/1 (Spring 1991): 35-43.

“Theology, Ethics and Social Theory: The Social Gospel Quest for a Public Morality,” Studies in Religion/Sciences Religieuses 20/2 (1991): 180-99.

“Ethics, Economics, and Christian Realism: Religious Social Theories of Reinhold Niebuhr and Gregory Vlastos,” The Annual of the Society of Christian Ethics (1988): 77-89.

“Canada’s Catholic Bishops and the Economy: A Theological Ethical Analysis,” Toronto Journal of Theology 2/1 (Spring 1986): 3-18.
c) Chapters in Books:
Rachel Matheson and Travis Kroeker, “Eros, Eating, Attention: The Ethics of Incarnation in Augustine and Simone Weil,” Augustine and Ethics, ed. Kim Paffenroth & Sean Hannan Augustine in Conversation: Tradition and Innovation (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, forthcoming 2023).
“’The Word Became Flesh’: What are the Implications of an Augustinian Incarnational Economy for Biotechnology?” The Ethics of Grace: Engaging Gerald McKenny, ed. Michael Mawson & Paul Martens (London: T&T Clark Bloomsbury, 2022), 87-104.
“The Secular - The Political: Augustine and Political Augustinianism in 20th Century Political Theology,” The Edinburgh Critical History of Christian Theology, The 20th Century (Volume 6), ed. Philip Ziegler (Edinburgh University Press, 2022), 237-261.
“Technology as Principality: The Elimination of Incarnation,” Life Amid the Principalities, ed. Michael Root and James J. Buckley, Pro Ecclesia series, volume 6 (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2016), 99-116.
“Augustine’s Messianic Political Theology: An Apocalyptic Critique of Political Augustinianism,” in Augustine and Apocalyptic, ed. John Doody, Kari Kloos, Kim Paffenroth, Augustine in Conversation: Tradition and Innovation series (Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2014): 129-149.

“Jesus is the Bread of Life: Johannine Sign and Deed in The Violent Bear It Away,” in Dark Faith: New Essays on Flannery O’Connor’s The Violent Bear It Away, ed. Susan Srigley (South Bend, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 2012): 136-56.
“Recent Continental Philosophers,” in The Blackwell Companion to Paul, ed. Stephen Westerholm (Chichester, UK: Wiley-Blackwell, 2011): 440-54.

“On the Difference Between Torture and Punishment: Theology, Liturgy and Human Rights,”
in Theology, University, Humanities: Initium Sapientiae Timor Dominis, ed. Christopher Brittain and Francesca Murphy (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2011): 19-38.

 “Making Strange: Harry Huebner’s Church-World Distinction,” in The Church Made Strange for the Nations: Essays in Ecclesiology and Political Theology, ed. Paul Doerksen & Karl Koop, Princeton Theological Monograph Series 171 (Eugene, OR: Pickwick Publications, 2011): 92-99.

“Living ‘As If Not’: Messianic Becoming or the Practice of Nihilism?” Paul, Philosophy and the Theopolitical Vision, ed. Douglas Harink (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2010): 37-63.

“The War of the Lamb: Postmodernity and Yoder’s Eschatological Genealogy of Morals,” in The New Yoder, ed. Peter Dula & Chris Huebner (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2010): 70-89.

“Messianic Ethics and Diaspora Communities: Upbuilding the Secular Theologically from Below,” in Religious Voices in Public Places: Religion and Liberal Reason, ed. Nigel Biggar & Linda Hogan (Clarendon, UK: Oxford University Press, 2009): 110-130. 

“Sexuality and the Sacramental Imagination: It All Turns on Affection,” in Wendell Berry: Life and Work, ed. Jason Peters (Lexington, KY: University of Kentucky Press, 2007): 119-37. 

 “A Contemporary Perspective on Spirituality,” in Spirituality and Occupational Therapy, 2nd edition, ed. Mary Ann McColl (Ottawa: CAOT Publications, 2011): 81-89. Revised version of “Spirituality and Therapy in a Secular, Pluralistic Culture: Toward an Ethic of Care,” in Spirituality and Occupational Therapy, ed. Mary Ann McColl (Ottawa: CAOT Publications, 2003): 55-66.
iii) Book Reviews:
David Decosimo, Ethics as a Work of Charity: Thomas Aquinas and Pagan Virtue (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2014), in Journal of the Society of Christian Ethics 38/1 (Spring 2018): 199-200. 
Brent Adkins and Paul R. Hinlicky, Rethinking Philosophy and Theology with Deleuze: A New Cartography (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2014), in Pro Ecclesia XXV, 4 (Fall 2016): 496-498.
On the Apocalyptic and Human Agency: Conversations with Augustine of Hippo and Martin Luther, ed. Kirsi Stjerna and Deanna A. Thompson (Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2014), in Augustinian Studies 47/1 (2016): 119-20. 
Hauerwas: a (very) critical introduction by Nicholas M. Healy (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Pub. Co., 2014) in Modern Theology 32/2 (April 2016), 300-302.
The Gift of Difference: Radical Orthodoxy, Radical Reformation, ed. Chris Huebner & Tripp York (Winnipeg: CMU Press, 2010) in Conrad Grebel Review 31/1 (2013): 95-97. 
Oliver O’Donovan & Joan O’Donovan, Bonds of Imperfection: Christian Politics, Past and Present (Eerdmans, 2004) in  Political Theology 8/1 (January 2007): 123-25.

George Pattison, Thinking about God in an Age of Technology  (Oxford University Press, 2005) in Studies in Christian Ethics 20 (2007): 438-40.

Craig Carter, The Politics of the Cross: The Theology and Social Ethics of John Howard Yoder (Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2001), for Journal of Mennonite Studies 20 (2002): 268-70.

Richard B. Hays, New Testament Ethics: The Story Retold, J.J. Thiessen Lectures for 1997 (Winnipeg: CMBC Publications, 1998), for Journal of Mennonite Studies 18 (2000): 234-36.

Paul W. Gooch, Reflections on Jesus and Socrates: Word and Silence (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1996), for Studies in Religion/Sciences Religieuses 27/3 (1998): 323-4.

Authentic Transformation: A New Vision of Christ and Culture, Glenn Stassen, Diane Yeager, John H. Yoder (Nashville: Abingdon, 1996), for Studies in Christian Ethics 11/1 (1998): 105-109.

John Howard Yoder, For the Nations: Essays Public and Evangelical (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997), for Canadian Mennonite (1997).

Donovan Smucker, The Origins of Walter Rauschenbusch’s Social Ethics (Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1994), for Studies in Religion/Sciences Religieuses 26/2 (1997): 246-7.

Peter Emberley and Barry Cooper, eds., Faith and Philosophy: The Correspondence Between Leo Strauss and Eric Voegelin, 1934-1964 (University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1993), for Canadian Journal of Political Science 28/1 (March 1995): 164-5.

Timothy Byrnes, Catholic Bishops in American Politics (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1991), for North American Religion 4 (1995).

Harry Huebner and David Schroeder, Church as Parable: Whatever Happened to Ethics? (Winnipeg: CMBC Publications, 1993), for Mennonite Reporter 23/17 (1993): 10-11.
iv) Manuscripts in Progress:
Books:  

Literary Apocalypse as Political Theology (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, under contract)
v) Other Publications:

“Preface,” to James Reimer, Toward an Anabaptist Political Theology, edited by Paul Doerksen (Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2014).
Review essay, “Overcoming Historicism: Weak Messianic Apocalpyticism,” for Syndicatetheology.com (June 2014). Print version in Syndicate: A New Forum for Theology, 1/1 (May/June 2014): 87-93.
“Living ‘As If Not’: Pauline Messianism and Continental Political Philosophy,” Arc, The Journal of the Faculty of Religious Studies, McGill University 38 (2010): 59-68.

“Wisdom—Human and Divine,” The Christian Century (June 29, 2004): 27-30.
PRESENTATIONS AT MEETINGS:
i) Invited
“Incarnation, Imago Dei, Asher Lev,” Carl F. H. Henry lecture, “Art Seeking Understanding” international conference plenary, Baylor University, Waco TX, October 2022.
Panel Respondent, “Talking with Miriam Toews about Women Talking,” Public Panel discussion with Miriam Toews, McMaster University Council Chambers, 25 February 2020.

“Trinitarian Theology for a Radical Church,” symposium at the Toronto Mennonite Theological Center, Toronto School of Theology, March 2019.
Response to review panel on my book, Messianic Political Theology and Diaspora Ethics, “Explorations in Theology and Apocalyptic,” American Academy of Religion annual meeting, Denver CO, November 2018.
Book panel respondent, Kyle Gingerich Hiebert, The Architectonics of Hope: Violence, Apocalyptic, and the Transformation of Political Theology, Toronto School of Theology, March 2018.
“Saint Paul at Sea: a Mystical Political Reading of Moby Dick,” conference on “The Impossibility of God,” Centre for Advanced Research in Catholic Thought, King’s College, Western University, London ON, March 2016.
“Technology as Principality,” keynote address for Pro Ecclesia conference on “Life Amid the Principalities,” Loyola University, Baltimore MD, June 2014.
“Mennonites and Mammon: Economies of Desire in a Post-Christian World,” 2013 J.J. Thiessen Lectures, Canadian Mennonite University, Winnipeg, October 22-23, 2013. 3 lectures:
“Erotics: Genesis 1-11 and the Desires of the Nations”

“Kenotics: Jesus and the Gospel of self-emptying Desire”

“Liturgics: The Worship of Mammon and the Messianic re-shaping of Desire” 
“Living ‘As If Not’: Pauline Messianism and Continental Political Philosophy,” keynote address for “Religion as Revolution,” McGill-CREOR Graduate Students Conference, McGill University, March 2010.

“Whither Apocalyptic? Critical Reflections,” invited for special session on “Explorations in Theology and Apocalyptic,” Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Montreal, November 2009.

 “On the Difference Between Torture and Punishment: Theology, Liturgy and Human Rights,” international symposium “Initium Sapientiae: Theology and the Liberal Arts,” University of Aberdeen, Scotland, August 2009.

Convenor and discussant, “Politics and the Ordering of Love: Augustinian Ethics of Democratic Citizenship,” Annual Meeting of the Society of Christian Ethics, Chicago, January 2009.
“Rich Mennonites in an Age of Mammon: Is a Messianic Political Economy Possible?” international conference on “Mennonites and Money,” University of Winnipeg, October 2008.

“Living ‘As If Not’: Messianic Becoming or the Practice of Nihilism?” keynote address for “Saint Paul's Journeys into Philosophy," international conference, Vancouver, June 2008.
“Making Strange in Church: Harry Huebner’s Church-World Distinction,” Symposium, Canadian Mennonite University, May 2008.

“Pauline Messianism and Continental Philosophy,” public lecture, Laurentian University, Sudbury ON, March 2008.

“Messianic Political Theology,” paper presented to the Toronto Mennonite Theological Center, Toronto School of Theology, November 2007.

“The Ethics of ‘As If Not’: Pauline Messianism and Continental Philosophy,” McMaster Philosophy Speakers Series, January 2007.

“Pauline Messianism and Empire Politics,” Mennonite Scholars forum, American Academy of Religion, Philadelphia PA, November 2005.

“Liturgies of Litigation: Rituals of Justice in Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov,” Canadian Society for the Study of Religion, Ritual & Politics Symposium, London ON, June 2005.

“Ethics and Art in Flannery O’Connor,” panel organizer and discussant for Ethics and Literature, Society of Christian Ethics annual meeting, Miami FL, January 2005.

“Diaspora Ethics and Technological Secularism: Freeing the Academy,” plenary presentation for conference on Faith, Freedom and the Academy: The Idea of the University in the 21st Century, University of Prince Edward Island, October 2004.
“Religious Communities in a Technological Culture: Rebuilding the Secular,” plenary paper for Religious Voices in Public Places symposium, Leeds University, June 2003.
“Radical Orthodoxy and the Radical Reformation: What is Radical about Radical Orthodoxy,” Mennonite Scholars Forum, American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, Toronto, November 2002.
“Ethics and Immortality: God, Moral Judgement and Political Order,” seminar presentation, Center of Theological Inquiry, Princeton, December 2001.
“Ethics, Artificial Intelligence, and the Human,” talk to biomechanical engineering research group, University of British Columbia, October 2000.

“Genetics, Generation, and the Good: Ethical Considerations in Microbiology and Biotechnology,” plenary address to “Ethics in Science Forum,” Canadian Society of Microbiologists, 50th Annual Meeting, Winnipeg, June 2000.

“Dostoevsky: Prophet of the Future,” invited address for conference on “Interdisciplinary Reflections on the Future,” Laurentian University, Sudbury ON, May 1999.

“Educating in the In-Between,” seminar for faculty retreat, Conrad Grebel College, September 1998.

“Spirituality and Palliative Care,” Interdisciplinary Conference on Palliative Care, McMaster University Medical Centre, January 1998.

“Technology, Ethics and Society,” invited lectures to Engineering and Society Program, McMaster University, April 1997-2001.

“Interpretation and Social Criticism,” Religious Studies Colloquium, McMaster University, March 1996.

“Ethics and Belief in Immortality: Plato and Paul,” lecture at L’Abri Christian Fellowship, Huemoz, Switzerland, June 1995.

“Modernism, Postmodernism: Philosophical and Theological Perspectives,” faculty seminar at L’Abri, Huemoz, June 1995.

“Mystery, Theology and Conversation: A Response to Gordon Kaufman,” Colloquium with Gordon Kaufmann, Toronto School of Theology, March 1994.

“The Ethics of Belief in Immortality,” invited lecture to Faculty of Religious Studies, McGill University, January 1994.

“Theology and Religious Studies: Response to Shubert Ogden,” Religious Studies Colloquium, McMaster, October 1993.

“The Bible and Nature,” invited talk to Temple Anshe Shalom, Hamilton, November 1991.

“Buber on Plato,” Religious Studies Colloquium, McMaster University, March 1991.

“Pacifism and Just War in the Christian Tradition,” Panel presentation, McMaster University, February 1991.

“Tending Creation: Christian Ethics and Nature,” six week lecture series, Hamilton Lay School of Theology, Hamilton, September-October 1990.

“Science and Theology: Response to James Gustafson,” Religious Studies Colloquium, McMaster University, March 1990.

ii) Contributed (peer reviewed) 
“Confessing the Boy, Confessing the Man: August(in)e Miriam Toews’ Women Talking,” Mennonite/s Writing International Conference, Goshen College, IN, September 2022.

“The Scandal of Asher Lev’s Brooklyn Crucifixion,” panel on “Religion and ‘the Human’ in Ethics and Art,” European Academy of Religion annual conference, University of Bologna, Bologna Italy, June 2022.
“Scandalous Displacements: ‘Word’ and ‘Silent Light’ in Miriam Toews’s Irma Voth,” conference on “Mennonite/s Writing: Narratives of Place and Displacement,” Centre for Transnational Mennonite Studies, University of Winnipeg, 19-21 October 2017.  
“Figural Theology: Mennonite Theology and Literature,” panel organized, and presentation on “Figural Theology” for conference on “Anabaptist Theology: Methods and Practices,” Humanitas Centre, Trinity Western University, BC, 7-9 June 2017. 
“George Grant’s Contribution to Technology Ethics,” panel presentation, Society of Christian Ethics annual meeting, Toronto ON, January 2016. 

“Mystical Messianic Materialism: Stanislaus Breton and Melville’s Moby Dick,” panel presentation for “Explorations in Theology and Apocalyptic” working group, American Academy of Religion annual meeting, San Diego, November 2014.
“Darkness Unveiled: The Apocalypse of Chrapitalism in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness,” panel on “Christian Contestations in the 19th century,” Christianity and Literature section of ACCUTE, Congress of Learned societies, Brock University, May 2014.
“Augustine’s Apocalyptic Political Theology: A Critical Appraisal of Political Augustinianism,”  Canadian Society of Patristic Studies annual meeting, Victoria BC, June 2013. 
“Gulag Ethics: Russian and Mennonite Prison Memoirs in Siberia,” International Conference on “Germans in Siberia: History and Culture,” Omsk Russia, June 2010.

“The Politics of Torture and Punishment: Dostoevsky and Nietzsche on Crime and Conscience,” XIIth International Dostoevsky Symposium, Naples, June 2010.

“An Apocalyptic Rejoinder to Charles Taylor’s Political Augustinianism,” Canadian Society for the Study of Religion Annual Meeting, Ottawa, May 2009.
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